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The 21st Century College Classroom.
Concepts and Experiments of " Tai Chi Academy"

SANG Xinmin', LI Shuhua® & XIE Yangbin'

(1. Institute for E-learning and Management ,Nanjing University , Nanjing 210093 , China ;
2. Department of Philosophy , Nanjing University , Nanjing 210093 , China )

Abstract . The need to reform traditional college classroom teaching and learning can no longer be ignored. This pa-
per analyzes the traditional college classroom , which emerged from the soil of industrialization , and compares them to
innovations in college curriculum and learning. Trends in college classroom life show major shifis to a high-efficiency
environment that is grounded in information technology and learning science. Based upon extensive research and ex-
periments in college learning during the emerging information age, the " Tai Chi Academy" inherits and carries for-
ward Chinese traditional culture and educational wisdom, merges the eastern and western university spirits, and ab-
sorbs the non-linear concepts and methodology from the sciences. To achieve the " Tai Chi Academy" requires a Tai
Chi Revolution , the bi-directional merging of a brick-and-mortar classroom with a virtual environment that is ground-
ed in learning science. The new Academy with IT and learning science has two levers that drive new learning prac-
tices , and which becomes the incubator of reform in college curriculum and instruction. This paper iniroduces the de-
sign of the " Tai Cht Academy" and its rudimentary exploration in Nanjing University. This overall reform strategy of
21st century college teaching shifts learning from a consumer orientation to one that emphasizes individual productivity
and creativity. The evaluation of learning over time, and the design of web courses is based upon the principle of
breaking up the whole into learning parts, and depositing student outcomes in a " lump sum" in credit banks of colle-
ges and universities.

Key words . classroom teaching ; Tai Chi Academy ; e-learning; web courses; learning environment; open university ;

reform in college learning
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